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The' Council sonsidered momorandum R(95)15 by She Head of
State! Cdpmsnder-in-Chisf of the Armed Forces of the Federal
Bepublic of Higeria. . W,

During dincussion, mesbers gezesally. gxpreased ‘SUpDITT | -
for the meogorandum. The Council's attention was dwegwn to the
pockets of pressure wounted by the foreign media €5 whip up
sympathy for the convie®ed persons irvespestive of their
heinous orime. IL was-cautioned that if members. salft-padalled
the Administration would be. Togarded-as a weaklips and that its
would only be logical ta expunge. the dessh penalty from the %
nation's ntaimte books, . S, S " i R

. 3y 3 W W o ks
It was also argusd that there :wp;;.:g&,a‘asis for comparips “ =
tho- sase uader consideration with thaffefithe coup plotters. -
Council was remitded-that the Government's decision cu the -
plotters had sent wrong giznads to;the generslity of Nigeriana’
and that the current case should be up#d to HOPICSY that WIODng
:.mppz?aaaian; sarckoulanly dutieg tan wgenyition.peried. ..
- 5 ) i -'-.“'-3: 13 ---..;-.;"-: ” srdema = "‘ptT_, % hy = e
A strafd-gf opinipn hlased-ghe Ogspl ducldent on ceeaaRal ol ¢
cumulative effecss of omissionsiand derelistion of FeSPOAR-T. -
bility on the part of Goverument, in: the psst. 16 wds Stated .0
that Govérnment watched helplessly,  the puild-up of grieyances =
in the Ogorj arca. It was cordecded however thal the wented ' Ay
anger had besring cn apparent’ degradation and deprivetion’ia & - . T
the erea. It was thepefome not surprising that a few misghie=t.
vous individusls eould explolt the situation, for their selfish-" N

ends.  Council was thereiore urged to;approve the' ;i?‘iﬁ???n%ﬁaf‘.;ff."

the Tribunal and easure fte expeditious plemen tatliohe E. bl (el
recotmended alzo hatitha Government should, amobE others, bvak +n'3 S
‘mmediate sotion to inteénsify divizion smong: f0e membfnﬁg"f,-‘ s R
0P, provide sdflogmant for the key elements pf'Ogonk s
cpposed & the viglent léadership o 1MOSOP; neutraliwe e T :
miiitant Youth.Wipe of the organisatign and intensifly pmqu}flg_-;_ 2 g
da_ to, cownter, the damage done by Safg=Wiwa and iz CONOIEE.., v
was recalled thet the #.R.0. had approvas, some fund "9_”1_151’-!.'.
popeply futilised, would remova iho o8.SE af civil L:Lsn_nedl_ _
in the Qgoai sogd. s s g .
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' Duping furbiss Gibussion, membass calldd for "MW I
ion wf MOSON. Thﬂ?"ul‘ﬁ.ﬂd thay tae @rﬂ:{‘:’-—;‘f“ln_ the memorancu = "i-l: i:in
be Bphald -to serve as detprrent to intending miscreants, CAWABLE i
wog ‘Sdviced to cxpane the crimes of Saro-Wiwa and the MOSQF 88 s
odl Production in the nvea lad baen halted’udae to the “Grl‘f"ﬂg,'?'“- L3
of the oreanipation, Mr.. Wige wna desqrihpc ad n_'m':m'.:‘:]?l’t; D%
who prescitad himsell ag 2o iyl ronmertbalist and -unan righ o .
getivist Lelurs the phbernsbaiaiil conblind Ly . Henhers foowne :

gt the double standarnd of Lha iutdnlﬂfiiwjl.fnﬁﬁ“hlﬁﬁ $r i
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which saw nothing wrong in the murder of preminent Nigeridn
eitizens. It wes pointed out tha® il Boro-Wiws and his %
fellow convicks had any grievances, they hed sccess fo elther
the Stgte or the Federal Governments for redresc.  For teking
the lowse dinto-their hanlts, therelore, members genaerally: ——
corted that theyishould face the '.Eulj. consequences of theliyr
action. e . ] . T o T
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Membera-sommerdcd the Specisl Tribunsl for=its painataking

conzideration -of {he-facts ol the cese and the avanitusl judge—
ment. Council wes sdvised not to yield to Ahe,pressure from
the West, chempioned by the United States of Americe. The
Council wes reoinded that thaifrgbycountries yisited crimes
with écsménsurable punistmensifor which thie West sow notbhing
wrong becsuse of their econcmis interests. If was thexelore
advocated that minimum time be wented between the Louneil -
Apcision end its isplementetion.) Inithe.absense: of ony,.con-
vincing plea for mitigetion-of sentente, Council waz urged to

uphold the prayers iz the memorandum,

With regard o the call for proseriptisn of (MOSOF, a
meater reminded Council thet thelgrime should be seen-as
individual actions as prescriptiomiwould szount te infringing
on the fundamental buman righta,to free associstion of the
Ogoni people.  The need for Gewertaent to control CMPADEC
was stressed to ensure that funds relessed to-the organisation
were Jodiciously utilised toSthel benefit of the olliproducing .
EI"E"EE- : .. I.. . : P i i ;. 1 £ iy - & :

A pupgestion was.made thetl threouphout the rempining '
trapsition period, offencés like the cne uniur conslferntisn
should be handled by a Civil Court instead of a TIrilunal“wecopi
in cases of serious brecch of secirity., The Council.was ;
reminded thet the WMEADEC projsets were mainly those of.long ¥

station. It wam therefsre sungested iimt the Orpaciartien |
e ssiked $o sabark on projeets.which addrgesed issues.of.
immediante benefit such as education, water -supply.and bealth
esre - deliverye  To reeilitote the offcctivenesc of CHISIEC,
it.was ouggesked that ftc activities Pe docontralised.

: Snemking dn suprort of -bhe Eemoramiun, o memben however
sugpeabed Shhk exeeution of the judgemept should be delayed
cepeciaily ns the Fosd of State would bo attending the forth.
neming Cogmomeealth Conlezénce7in fuckland. He alse opined
that ifi erfier to assist the roconcilietion proceas, there vas
need Eor GCovernzent’ to come, to the aid af the fmilim el the
cripe Pictims, poioting dut thet the cose had politicel under-
tonexws well. Council was howevor uob persumded oy that
h_m-'u'n.m:;.aa ather menbers aftvigsd that a bad precetent should
qat be aat by comrensating the wictimao. Ik wos pointed out
has the Federsl Governmens bod elocody made provigsion for the
devalormenl of 6il prdUcCIpl RIEGE tub it wos Yaelflk '"to
OMTETES +a do. goaetbing o n-Datier Ol UTRGTICY -
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fddueing ropzons why Lhe pemorandum shoald b epproved, -
snother merber reeounted thot violenece had becomd L Second
nature of Migeriaps and should be visited with the severast
sanction., He also sfvised that Government should ecapence
the monitoring of cverts in the ®il producing sress oft thel
country with o view to adiressing ifentified problems. The
Goverrmment waz eomeented for frying o inject =snity inte the
soclety. Consequentfy, storn.measuTes woere proseribedsto
averl wanton dectriucticn of life and properly.

The Poliece weo equally commended for doirg an Excellent
job. Couneil wan reginded thot the convictshhatample
opportunity te defeni themselves bot they feiied to exculpate
thepselver and therefore they Ait fob deserve any sympathy.

On the uepe of Civil Courts in pincd of"HWilitary Tritunsls,
B meober expresscd Lhoe wicw that the Specinli Court waa only
Militery in nemc bul io conbent it was Jike sny other Givil
Court since it congcicte? of two High Courlb Judpos snd only
one Military personnel. He thepaforesupportdd the contentian
thot Militory Tritunale ghondqd o pvolded to obwvipbo shdversc
comments from the Internelionsl Cofmamiity. Governooenl wes
urgcd to embark on xtersive pund iSELy Lo oxnlain ite pasifion
a3 thc guomrry of the Judposspt Wag Gloquont tcotivorny thol
Justico had Loon fone,  Coungdl wee Lhorefore uwrrdd Lo
implement (bt docigion on thy adgorandunm withoul Aolay.

Summarising, the Hoet &f Btate described the romopandun ) =,
an stroipht fomesrd whicheghionld not bo confusa! with the
alhtr itcucs confronbtine the fetion. B woo of the view Ehat vy
po sympeithy shouls be shewn'on the vonvicls S0 Hial the-sentenss ]
wauld be o lesson for overfbody, UHe staved fhol Lhu Cpeni

feaye had lingered pn forom wory lonc Liac ond rhoudd he

addrcasce once and for all., The Heet of Btele c¥presstd regret

ennt aome of [h vebine hot cooved Ehe nasion gL EaDLY

bef'ace’ hedr untipddyuwcsth.
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Caygpeil Yo bt S o0 o
wae o nos Aclim, o Lozl Licel g i hwedang :
AT the Intermindiopnl Vompunily oo denestnidlize bhe ootn e,
Membors wWorft oo fhe-tl & gindahla apoimt o2 e peblon's
inve stoent weseni tod i Opond an? and el felyen ok apprT—
einkrd. micidherelore stresscd Bhat onybody vig | t1léd his
Fellowici bizin Aid not deserve o LIve,

The Howd of Bimnte observed tThob thers wis filflerencd
betwern the ease of the coup plotters end The current sy
whith he Aeseribed as'pro-meditated musder. Jn tho cosc of
the plotters, hi abatoer thot thoy Were yot to eorry oot tho :
plote) Ho aprocd wish the vicwg expressced by dembesz thet the =3
veritict of the Opecial Court should bo implemcnlod without i
Joss of time so thet the notion could yui thr Opond problem is
behind it. He recounlsd thet the likes of Saro—Hiua existed J5sd
in the Universitics wherc -they soprgented trovhle and exhibitod

irrceponsible luoadiorabinp.
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On wheihor the Military Tribunals shauld be aEplncad
wikh Civil Couris, ho cxpracsad proferance for KiTREary
Tribuncls which he said considerad. qou docided cases with
dezpatch. On Lhe o1l to proncribo thae HOSOey he dicected
Lhe Allocnaey-Genecal of thpe Fodetrtion and Minfuter of
JUSEics Lo look Tnka podon afl-felher Sipmitar Crganisabions
in the country wilh. a view ts racoammoeimling Bholsd progecip—
Lion o obthiocwise, Fhur A AT Y= nor ) ﬂf]ﬂﬂ?ﬂ alse felvige an
the nacd fo campitnaty fhe vietise a7 onl e I the BEal e,

The COogancdl:

LAY Hetod ehat the Sgonecivil Dise
arbansss ASiemla ) Tribunal,
hodden b Fogl ilafsouci lad S0 —
cltidid Tha LBiad™er Kol Baosen

\ Saro—dis Sodun Bitee, Dr.. Oiacinom
Wubost Bickel, Jihn Epulien, | Bapriber
Hoera, Fogbatay afa, Situcday pobee.
Horrday DawSn, Tolix Nwate, Nordu
Eawe,  Fauly Léyyrs | iesaph Kpante,
Michuol “Viser, Danlal Ghokos and
Alboal Magbara.

|I (2% Nofgd st de Tribunal dischatged

afd aeguitied Ledum Mites, Pogbara
Afg, Mornday Dewin, Josepl Epante,
Michae! Vizor and Jilbecs Eagbara
Lo? wnnt of evideoicie,

: (3 Nokted Ehat Lhe Tribunal coentencod
Yenuly Bogson Saco-diwa, Dr. Barinon

Mubari Kiohel, Jebn Kpulnen, Barlbor

1L s ."'}ﬂf'.u[‘*da} Eu'.‘uh_" Felix H’H‘ute,

Hncdu Eawo, Paul Lovara and Daninld -

Gbcxgo 19 death by hauging by the

ncek until they ;:,‘E'._ I!.‘f."_HE_ A

(4) <eafirmed L_Enr_f Judgomanl anl  fosSn=
mindationacaf the Uribupsl as
conbaioed in (2} = 130 abawa.

(5} Dilreckeu t:hl.!_..}ll:[;r_:‘m_-}-—ﬂunernl of
the Pedarabion ond Hinistor of

Juiskice oz

(al lack into MOSOP and ofher
glinllac Ocgandaations 1n the
counboy. with o view-ta
recammending Lhele pre—
soeiptlitn or okhecwiso.

{b) advise the Gevornment on
e Tawa 0l sosFitabion.
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